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Research Hours: 

Saturday’s 10am – 3pm 
 

 
 

 
By Appointment:  

Jennifer Bryan (530) 917-9478 (cell) 

Patricia Healy (530) 598-4035 (cell) 
 

 
 

 
Contact: 

GSSC1@att.net 

GSSC (530) 842-0277 (Leave Message) 
 

 
 

 
On the Web: 

www.siskiyougenealogy.org 

gssc1@att.net 
 

 
 

 
See Us on Facebook:  

Yreka Genealogy Society of Siskiyou County 
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If at first you don’t  

 

succeed, search, search  

 

again!  That is why we  

 

call it research! 

 

************ 

 

Genealogists don’t get  
 

Alzheimer’s, they just 
 

 lose their census! 
 

*********** 
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                        PRESIDENTS CORNER 
     By Mary Burchfield 
 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 

Another year has come and gone! I am looking forward to 2016 as being the year I 
break down some of my brick walls. How about you?  We have some classes coming 
up that are going to help me do just that. We are planning some classes on research 

using the new technology that is now available to us. Hope you will join me there. 
    

Pat Healy, Gail Platt, Harvey Russell and a few volunteers have been working 
diligently in getting more books on the shelves for our researchers to use. We have 

also had some new donations of books. So, come check out the new additions. We 
have lots of information on California, especially Siskiyou County, but we also have 
many books on most of the other states. There is always a ‘helper’ there to assist you 

should you need help in finding anything. 
    

We are still working on getting the small cemeteries of Siskiyou County listed and 
organized. It is an ongoing work as we get information about unregistered cemeteries 

on private property. If you know any burials on private property please let us know, 
but be sure it is with the approval of the owners. If you know the history behind the 
burials, that is even better. These add much to the rich history of Siskiyou. 

    
There are projects that we would like to undertake, but we need volunteers to help us 

get them off the ground and going. Check in with us any Saturday and see if there 
isn’t something that might be of interest to you. You would be amazed at how much 

enjoyment you will get from the work. 
 
I hope you have a Happy, Healthy and successful New Year!! 

 

 Mary Burchfield, GSSC President 

 
*************************************************** 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Rogue Valley Genealogical Society: <http://www.rvgslibrary.org>  Log onto RVGS and check all their 

links.  Their calendar shows Saturday, Jan 23 at 10:30 is a class of Finding WWII Records. They also 

have Mac and PC user groups going on during the month.   

 

	

	
 

http://www.rvgslibrary.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS con’t 
 
Southern California Genealogical Society: <http://www.scgsgenealogy.com> Log onto SCGS and find 

the calendar.  Saturday, Feb 6 has a Webinar about “Scanning and Photo Retouching for Beginners”.  

Wednesday, Feb 17, 6pm, another Webinar “The Family Historian’s Publishing Primer.”  Saturday, 

March 5, the Webinar of “Origins & Evolution of a One-Name Study or Surname Research.”  One more 

for Wednesday, March 16, 6pm, “Inferential Genealogy: Deducing Ancestors’ Identities Indirectly.”   

 

Webinars from SCGS are free.  You’ll need to register though.  If you join, you will have access to ALL 

of their webinars, plus access to World Vital Records and MyHeritage Library Edition plus many more 

benefits.  The cost is $35 according to their website.  So check it out!   

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
GSSC Library would like to take this opportunity to thank the many book donations that have been 

dropped off at the center.  When donating, please be sure to pick up a donation sheet from the front desk 

so we can appropriately tag the books with your name!  Without caring individuals like you, we 

wouldn’t have the collection we have today!  Thank you so much! 

 

Patricia Healy and Gail Platt continue to welcome volunteers for the library!  If you have some free time 

on Tuesday’s, come on down to the center.  We generally brown bag it for lunch!   

 

We also have books that are available for sale on our shelf that have become a second copy or more.  So 

do check them out for purchase.  They are for a nominal fee.  
 

 
 

FIRST FAMILIES OF THE PACIFIC STATES 
                      Published by GSSC 
 

You won’t want to miss getting your very own “First Families of the Pacific States,” Volume two, F – M!  

See who the “Contributing Families” are…. 

 

FIOCK, Rita Marie    LANDER, Marvin Leo 

GEORGE, Caraway    LEONI, Thora Irene Lumsden 

GEORGE, Idella Louise Chilton    LEWIS, Leslie Irene 

HEFLIN, Blanche Lelila Doggett    LICHENS, Flavel Elsie McClellan 

HERR, Jack Darrow    MANLEY, Barbara Lee Crahane 

HOLLEMBACK, Alyce Ella Marie Phillips  MANLEY, LeRoy Park 

HULLQUIST, Fawn Star Lindholm   MEAMBER, Dorothy Lindsay Prather 

HULLQUIST, Wilbur Wright    MELLO, Joanne Anita Smith 

KINNEY, Josephine Moore Parker    MULLIN, Stephen Edward 

    MURRAY, Edwin Rene 

 

 

http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/
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Here it is!  Hot off the press!  Only $40! 

 

Don’t forget, we still have the first volume available! 
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INFORMATION PAGE 
 

PURPOSE OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

To stimulate public interest in family history.  To collect, preserve 
and publish genealogical historical maters relating to American 
families and places.  To provide educational service to the communities in Siskiyou County.   To 
establish and maintain for the use of members and others a library of American genealogy, local history 
and biography including a surname file.  To hold meetings for instructions and increased effectiveness 
of its members.  To serve and support the genealogy departments of Siskiyou County Library.   
 
 

ADDRESS: 
Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 
912 So. Main St., Yreka, CA 96097-0225 
Phone: 530-842-0277 
E-mail: gssc1@att.net 
 

WEBSITE: 
http://siskiyougenealogy.org 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS:  
(Held quarterly, at the above address, 
March, June and September, the last 
Saturday of the month, however December 
is the second Saturday.  Alternate dates 
may be scheduled due to holiday conflicts 
through the year.) 
1 PM.  
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
$20.00 Individual 
$25.00 Family (same address) 
Membership July 1st to June 30th 
 
NON-MEMBER FEES: 
$5.00 per day (facility use) 
 
OFFICERS: 
President: Mary Burchfield 
Vice President: Jennifer Bryan 
Secretary: Gail Platt 
Treasurer: Patricia Healy 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Projects Pat Williams 
Research Jen Bryan/Pat Healy 
Library Pat Healy/Gail Platt 
Web Site Jen Bryan 

HEIR LINES: 
Quarterly Publication (fiscal year) 
October, January, April, July 
 
ADS PRICE SCHEDULE:  
Business Card $ 5.00 
Quarter Page   10.00 
Third Page   14.00 
Half Page   18.00 
Full Page   35.00 
 
DEADLINES: 
For Ads, Article’s, 1st of the publication 
months 
 
GSSC will NOT endorse or accept 
commercial, political or religious ads. 
 
APPOINTED POSITIONS: 
Editor of Heir Lines Gail Platt 
Indexing Heir Lines  Gail Platt 
Publications No. Co. Karen Cleland 
Publications So. Co. Mary Burchfield 
Rose Hicks Brown Patricia Healy 
New Members Patricia Healy 
 
RESEARCH REQUESTS: 
Send to GSSC (gssc1@att.net) 
Cost: $15.00 per hour/1 hr minimum 
Reimbursement required for cost of Vital 
Records and Photo’s of Grave Sites (within 
Siskiyou County).  Enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope. 
 
QUERIES: 
Send to gssc1@att.net 
 

 

mailto:gssc1@att.net
http://siskiyougenealogy.org/
mailto:gssc1@att.net
mailto:gssc1@att.net
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WHO IS THIS?   DO YOU KNOW? 
 

PICTURE IDENTITY 
 

We have many photos that are not identified, so we are reaching 
out to see if anyone may have a clue to who these family 

members belong.  Would you take your chance at helping out?  The photos were acquired from 
the attic of the Forest House owned by the Burton Family in Yreka, CA.  These were not regular 
photos, they were glass negatives that were cleaned up and printed by our member Harvey 
Russell!  He stated that these glass negatives needed to be cleaned before he could work with 
them to process onto his computer!  What a wizard Harvey is!  So if you recognize either of 
these two individuals, please respond!  Heavens, we have many more to place on this page!  
Many thanks!   
 

 
Unidentified! 

It is believed that these photos may be from Siskiyou County families. 
Replies can be sent to <gssc1@att.net> 

 

 

  

mailto:gssc1@att.net
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SGT JAMES BRYAN 
 

By Jennifer Bryan 
 
James Bryan was born in 1828, the 3rd born son of 7 sons born to 
James and Mary Bridget (Whelen) Bryan, in Gorey, County 
Wexford, Ireland.  The family story says that at the age of 14 years, 
James was indentured to a merchant in Dublin, Ireland.  The story 

continues that he tired of this work and left Ireland on a ship named the ‘James Fagan’, arriving in 
New York City in May 1848.  In 1849 he enlisted in the Army in Detroit.  The Army sent him to 
Green Bay, Wisconsin to Fort Howard; later his company was reassigned to California.  The trip to 
California started by ship down the Mississippi River, then across the Isthmus of Panama, where 
illness killed many in the company.  Private James Bryan was assigned the task 
of burying the dead but there were no volunteers.  Private Bryan made a 
suggestion to his sergeant that if he would offer a reward of whiskey, a burial 
team could be raised.  After returning from one of the burial details, Private 
Bryan found that his good friend, Private James Griffin had been declared dead 
and wrapped for burial.  Pvt. Bryan unwrapped Pvt. Griffin to give him last 
rites and discovered that he was still alive.  Pvt. Bryan nursed his friend back to 
health and they both arrived in California safely.   
 
But the trip to Fort Jones, was not over.  The Army Company was shipped to Fort Vancouver, 
Washington and then traveled by horseback through Oregon Territory, finally arriving at Fort 

Jones in 1853.  Along the trail both Bryan and Griffin were promoted to 
Sergeant.   The fort was under construction and Sgt. Bryan and Sgt. Griffin were 
tasked with completion of the fort.  Living conditions were rough, food was 
buried in the ground or smoked for preservation.  Water was hauled from the 
Scott River until a well could be dug.  Illness was a constant problem at the fort. 
Both Bryan and Griffin were promoted to Staff Sergeants and while still 
employed by the Army, they purchased land together.   They made purchases 

when they had the amount of the down payment ($25).   In 1854, when their 5 year enlistment 
was up, they were discharged and decided to stay in Scott Valley.  The two friends ranched the 
land together for several years.    
 
Another family story told that the land had been gained by homestead laws, which required the 
homesteaders ‘row’ around the property.  Story goes that when they ran out of water they put the 
row boat in the back of a wagon and one drove the wagon and the other rowed in the back of the 
wagon.   Good story but alas not true. 
 
In 1855 Sgt. James Bryan was given bounty land in San Joaquin County, 160 acres.  It is unknown 
what if anything that he did with this land until it was sold in 1874.   James Bryan 
traveled to San Francisco on a yearly basis.  It was thought he was visiting his 
brother Patrick there, but he may have been tending to his land as well. 
 
When the partners Griffin and Bryan decided they wanted to start families, they 
divided the property as evenly as possible.   The partner getting lessor land was 
compensated with extra horses and livestock. 
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Sgt. Bryan was the first to venture out to find a bride.  In 1864 James Bryan traveled to San 

Francisco and married Mary Josephine Fragley at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church.   Mary Josephine Fragley had left County Galway, Ireland a few 
months earlier at the age of 17 years, arriving in San Francisco via ship, 
having traveled from Ireland to New York and then across the Isthmus of 
Panama to San Francisco.  Mary Josephine was 18 years younger than 
James Bryan.  James and Mary Josephine Bryan had 9 children, losing 2 to 
diphtheria in 1881, dying one month apart.  The surviving children married 
other pioneer families in Scott Valley and Sgt. Bryan gifted a section of land 

to each child when they married. 
 
Griffin and Bryan remained friends and neighbors the rest of their lives.  They each applied for and 

received Army Pensions.  It was discovered that Sgt. Griffin was receiving $12 monthly 
(he was legally blind); Sgt. Bryan was only receiving $8 per month.   So Sgt. Bryan 
wrote to the military for several years stating he was also disabled 
and deserved the extra $4 monthly.  Sgt. Bryan was repeatedly 
rejected by the military but eventually succeed in obtaining the $12 

monthly pension, 2 months before he died.  After that, his widow had to deal with 
the military and after several years, she also was awarded the $12 monthly 
pension.    
 
  Sgt James Bryan            Mary Josephine Fragley Bryan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  



GSSC Heir Lines, Volume 40 #2                                                                                     January 2016 11 

 
 
 
 

 

   

      
 
 

 
 

 

ALVES, Anna Clara 
Siskiyou Daily News 
9 May 1955, Front Page 

ALVES, Manuel S. 
Mt Shasta Herald 
23 March 1967, Page 8 

ALVES, Mary Enos 
Yreka Journal 
4 May 1921, Front Page 
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MARK YOUR  
 

CALENDAR! 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
Saturday/10am 6 February 2016 Introduction to Genealogy!  FREE 
Thursday/1pm 11 February 2016 Board Meeting @ Gail Platt in MS /Members are invited 
Saturday/10am 13 February 2016 Open Research!  FREE 
Saturday/10am 20 February 2016 Military Research  $10 Members/$15 Non Members 
Saturday/1pm 27 February 2016 Program:  Hands On Family Search FREE 

 

MARCH  
  

Saturday/10am 5 March 2016 Introduction to Genealogy!  FREE 
Thursday/1pm 10 March 2016 Board Meeting @ GSSC in Yreka/Members are invited 
Saturday/10am 12 March 2016 Open Research!  FREE 
Saturday/10am 19 March 2016 Now I’ve Got Them, What Do I Do with Them? 

$10 Members/$15 Non Members 
Saturday/1pm 26 March 2016 General Mtg, w Nominations/ Program: Mapping! 

FREE 
 

APRIL  
 
Saturday/10am 2 April 2016 Introduction to Genealogy!  FREE 
Thursday/1pm 14 April 2016 Board Meeting @ Mary B in Weed/Members are invited 
Saturday/10am 9 April 2016 Open Research!  FREE 
Saturday/10am 16 April 2016 Organizing Your Records 

$10 Members/$15 Non Members 
Saturday/10am 23 April 2016 Open Research! FREE 
Saturday/1pm 30 April 2016 Program: Using Timelines! FREE 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

BOARD MTGS:  We have begun to have our board 
meetings at the homes of out of town GSSC officers.  If you 
are interested in attending, please contact those officers 
listed above. 
 
CLASSES: Classes are held at GSSC and are scheduled for 
10am.   
 
PROGRAMS:  Programs are held the last day of the month 
and/or after our quarterly meetings.  They are scheduled 
for 1pm. 
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B 
 

 B1 -  BIDDLE, Caroline Mary, b. 1908 London, mothers name is also Caroline, b: abt 1880 in 
London.  Caroline (mother) remembers being left on church doorsteps with siblings.  Her 
mother was born in Ireland and came through London and married a BIDDLE. Contact 
Georgine Murphy at <georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk> or 530-340-0920 

 
D 
 

 D4 - DOYLE, Isaac A., b: 1819 at Bowdoinham, Sagadahoc, Maine, d: 19 Sep 1898 at 
Ellsworth, Hancock, ME.  He married 1) Diana T. DWIGHT (1822-1855) at Bangor, 
Penobscot, ME on 16 Jul 1844;  Four Children: Harriet “Hattie” Elizabeth, Charles 
Edward, Francis “Frank” H., and Mary Frances DOYLE.  He married 2) Esther A. 
MOORE (1834-1911), daughter of David MOORE and Betsey STEWART, on 13 Dec 
1855 at Castine, Hancock, ME; Seven Children: William “Will” Stewart, Frances “Fannie” 
Maria, Walter J., George H., Alfred “Al” Potter, Oscar M., and Fred Murry 
DOYLE.   Contact Linda Freeman at <linda2014@bluetang.org> 

 
G 
 

G2 - GUSPAN, Jack m:bat 1945 to SUTEL, Elizabeth both possibly came from Argentina and 
are Jewish.  Prior to 1950, location may be Argentina and about 1950 wound up in New 
York.  Contact Georgine Murphy at <georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk> or 530-340-0920 

 
H 
 

H1 - HAND, George James around 1900, may have been in Birmingham, England, father is 
also named George, may have been in Ireland prior to 1875.  Contact Georgine Murphy at 
<georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk> or 530-340-0920 

 
L 
 

L1 - LARA, Kenneth Joseph b: about 1945 in Orange County, CA, his father is Joseph 
Lara.  Joseph m: Gloria LARA (her maiden name is the same) b: maybe Mexico, could be 
half Chinese.  Contact Georgine Murphy at <georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk> or  530-340-
0920 

 
L4 - LEVIS, William P. (b: 11/23/1933) Hanamen Hospital, Scranton PA. 
         I was the first grandchild and was born on Grandfather Earl's 50th birthday. 

 

LEGEND: Names are listed alphabetically, D4 means under the family name 
that starts with D, there are 4 additional family names. 

mailto:georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:linda2014@bluetang.org
mailto:georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:georginemurphy@yahoo.co.uk
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 Parents:  LEVIS, Richard G., & ASHMAN, Margaret M. (step-father CAWLEY) 
  Paternal Grandparents:  LEVIS, Earl married Hattie BARTLESON 07/20/1910 

 1930 Census for Hattie (age 40) Living Dunmore, PA with Husband Earl 
Children: William (40yrs), my dad Richard (17yrs), Alice (13yrs), Gertrude (10yrs), Ellen 
b. 1916, d. 1920 
WWII Draft Registration shows Earl living 1545 VonStorch Ave, Scranton, PA, b. 
11/23/1883 
1910 Census Shows Earl, b: PA, son of William and Katie LEVIS, William born in Wales, 
Katy born in Scotland 
Children:  Margaret (14yrs), William (9yrs), George (8yrs), Ralph (4yrs), Earl (1 1/2yrs)   

  
Have some info on Aunts, Uncles and Cousins resulting from Earl and Hattie Marriage..... 
Looking for any connection and information on Earl and Hattie's parents, grandparents 
and lineage across the ocean. 
Appreciate ANY help and a thousand thanks, in advance, for same. 

  ~Bill Levis ~ e-mail  billndebby1980@cot.net 
 

L5 - LEVIS, William P. (b: William Frederick changed to William Patrick when confirmed in 
catholic church. ) have gone by William P. most of my life. 

  
     Here is a little from my Maternal side of the family...... 
 Grandparents, ASHMAN, Frederick m: Anna STASIA (TOBIN) 10/8/1912 

Anna STASIA’S b: 1892  - Anna and Fred had Four children..... My mother, Margaret 
Mary, Born 10/15/1913 in Olyphant, PA - Sons James and Fredrick and a daughter Mary. 

  
 No indication of when husband Frederick ASHMAN died but..... 

Anna Stasia (Tobin) ASHMAN, became Anna Stasia (Tobin) Ashman CAWLEY on 
2/18/1921.  They had two children..... Geniveve (Born 1923) and Thomas (Born 1928) 

  
My grandmother (Anna STASIA) parents  were: 

 James TOBIN, Born 1858..... England -  Anna TOBIN   Born 1863  (no further info) 
  

Any help with this side of the family will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you very much (in 
advance)  ~Bill Levis ~ e-mail   billndebby1980@cot.net 

  
*********************************************************** 

SUBMIT YOUR QUERY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to add your Query,  
here are some Guidelines: 

 CAPITALIZE your ancestor's last name, include given names, 
 residence location and dates.  One ancestor per query please.   

 Make it short and sweet!   
  

Add anything that would help someone identify your ancestor as their 
own.  Queries are published in October, January, April and July.  No 
limit, but space is a consideration.  <gssc1@att.net> 

 

mailto:billndebby1980@cot.net
mailto:billndebby1980@cot.net
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The Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 912 S. Main St., Yreka, CA 96097 
 

PUBLICATION ORDER FORM 
 
 [   ] Digging Up Your Roots and How to Cook Them   $15.00 
 Not your ordinary cookbook, but a collection of our favorite recipes 
 
 [   ] Evergreen Cemetery   $15.00 
 Evergreen Cemetery is located in Yreka, CA 
 
 [   ] Shasta Valley Cemetery District, 1885 to 1995   $15.00 
  This book includes graves in the seven smaller cemeteries in Siskiyou Co. 
 
 [   ]  Winema (Weed) Cemetery   $15.00 
 
 [   ] 100 Years and Going Strong – by Rose L. Hicks Brown   $17.00 
 
 Note:  Shipping and Handling on the above books: $6.00 per book. 
 
 [   ] Siskiyou County Marriages 1852 – 1910   $35.00 
  This is a new reprint of a book put out by our Society many years ago. 
  Includes a brides index. 
 
 [   ] Cowboy Poetry and Barn Sour Verse   $10.00 
  Written by V. June (Blevins) Collins 
 
 [   ]  First Family of the Pacific States Vol 1  A – E   $40.00 
 
 [   ]  First Family of the Pacific States Vol 2  F – M   $40.00 
 
 Note:  Shipping and Handling on the above four (4) books only: $8.00 per book. 
 We now have Pay Pal on our website!  Check it out!  www.siskiyougenealogy.org 
 
 Membership Year begins July 1st  
  [   ]  New Member            [   ]  Renewal   
 
 Membership Dues  
  [   ]  Individual $20.00    [   ]  Family $25.00 

Total Book(s)  _________________ 
Shipping & Handling  _________________ 

Membership  _________________ 
Donation  _________________ 

Total  _________________ 
Shipping Address: 
 
Name:  _____________________________________Phone/Cell#:   __________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________ City: ________________ State: _____ Zip: ______ 
 
Email: _____________________________________  Make Checks payable to GSSC 
 

Revised: Jan 2016 
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